
 

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH 

680 Peverly Hill Road, Portsmouth, NH 03801 

portsmouthnh.gov 

(603) 427-1530 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

 

FATS, OILS, AND GREASE (FOG) PROGRAM 

 

1. Grease removal systems are required for all connections to the POTW from Food 

Service Establishment (FSE) operations including, but not limited to, restaurants, 

cafeterias, nursing homes, schools, hospitals, or other connections which 

discharge or have the potential to discharge quantities of grease to the POTW.  

A. Any FSE required to have a grease removal system shall install:  

a.  An outdoor passive in-ground grease interceptor, minimum 1,000 

gallons, where available exterior space exists, or;  

b. An indoor passive grease trap sized appropriately for the food 

service if: 

i. It can be demonstrated that no exterior space exists, and/or 

ii. The City determines the food service provided is too limited to 

warrant the protection of an exterior 1,000 gallon interceptor.  

B. No wastewater, other than from kitchen fixtures or food processing 

equipment, shall discharge into the grease removal system. Wastewater 

from sanitary sources such as toilets and bathroom sinks is prohibited from 

being discharged to the grease removal system.  

C. Grease interceptors and grease traps shall be cleaned by a professional 

cleaning service at a minimum: 

a.  Exterior belowground grease interceptors; Quarterly (every three 

months), unless the Department has specified in writing an irregular 

cleaning schedule for an establishment; 

b. Interior grease traps; Monthly, unless the Department has specified 

in writing an irregular cleaning schedule for an establishment; 

D. Records of the dates of cleaning and means of disposal shall be maintained 

for a period of five years;   

https://portsmouthnh.gov/


E. All wastewater from food preparation operations and/or washing and clean-

up operations, including, but not limited to, pot sinks, pre-rinse stations, 

work stations, soup kettles, braising pans, mop sinks and wastewater 

generated from exhaust fan hood cleaning operations shall discharge to the 

grease removal system. All automatic dishwasher wastewater, excluding 

pre-rinse stations, shall bypass the grease removal device and be 

discharged directly into the sewer system.  

2. No FSE conducting food preparation or food processing operations shall discharge 

wastewater into the POTW without first obtaining a FOG program permit. 

FOG Program Permits are renewed annually during the month of September.  

Application is available via the City of Portsmouth Online Permitting Site, Public 

Works page: https://portsmouthnh.portal.opengov.com/categories/1079 

3. Operators wishing to be evaluated for an irregular cleaning schedule can contact: 
 

William Bernan, Industrial Pretreatment Coordinator 

wcbernan@portsmouthnh.gov 

603-380-4597 
 

4. Grease interceptors proposed for installation must comply with the standards set 

in the attached Standard Detail figures, below.    

  

 

https://portsmouthnh.portal.opengov.com/categories/1079
mailto:wcbernan@portsmouthnh.gov
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